

Niagara-on-the-Lake Chamber of Commerce

2026 Business Achievement Awards
Nomination Form
The Niagara-on-the-Lake Chamber of Commerce proudly recognizes outstanding businesses, organizations, and individuals who contribute to the economic vitality, culture, and community spirit of Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Submission Deadline: April 27, 2026
Submit nominations to: Nancy@niagaraonthelake.com
Nominee Information 
	Name of Nominee (Individual or Business): 
	

	Business/Organization Name, if applicable:
	

	Address:
	

	City and Postal Code:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	Email Address:
	




Nominator Information 
	Name:
	

	Organization:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	

	Relationship to Nominee
	


Award Categories
1. Business of the Year
This award recognizes a business that has made a significant impact on its industry during the past year. 
The business’s growth and development has made it a leader in Niagara-on-the-Lake and it consistently demonstrates 
a commitment to strong corporate citizenship and the community.
Eligibility: The nominee must be a company, business, or organization located in Niagara-on-the-Lake for a minimum of 4 years.
Criteria: Nominations should identify the nominee’s specific industry and describe their contributions to that industry, 
including their impact on both the industry and the Niagara-on-the-Lake community.
2. Dan Patterson Award for Entrepreneurial Spirit
Named in honour of Dan Patterson, former President of Niagara College for over 25 years, this award celebrates the 
vision, passion, and determination of entrepreneurs who turn ideas into thriving ventures.
Eligibility: The nominee must be a resident of Niagara-on-the-Lake. The business or venture must have been active for less 
than 3 years and must not be an extension of an existing business.
Criteria: The award recognizes an individual, company, or organization that has demonstrated innovation and initiative 
in establishing a new business venture or product that contributes to Niagara-on-the-Lake.
3. The Celia Liu Award for Excellence in Hospitality and Tourism
Celia Liu represented the highest standards in the hospitality and tourism industry. Known for her positive energy 
and commitment to exceptional service, she believed in always putting the customer first.
Eligibility: The nominee must be a resident, business owner, or employee working in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Criteria: Nominations should describe how the nominee demonstrates excellence in hospitality and tourism through 
exceptional service, leadership, and dedication to guest experience. Commitment to local products and supply chains 
will be viewed as an asset.
4. The Christopher Newton Award for Arts and Culture
Named in honour of Christopher Newton, Artistic Director of the Shaw Festival from 1979 to 2002, this award celebrates 
the importance of arts, culture, and heritage in shaping the identity of Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Eligibility: Open to individuals, organizations, businesses, philanthropists, volunteers, advocates, and artists.
Criteria: Nominations should highlight the nominee’s significant contributions to the promotion, preservation, or 
celebration of arts, culture, or heritage in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
5. Outstanding Achievement in Agriculture Award
This award recognizes a business, organization, farm, or individual that has demonstrated innovation and leadership 
within Niagara-on-the-Lake’s agricultural sector.
Eligibility: The nominee must be involved in agricultural practices within Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Criteria: Nominations should include examples of innovative practices, contributions to agricultural development, 
or advancements that positively impact the local agricultural community.
6. Peter Ling Award for Business Leadership
Peter Ling, longtime owner of the Olde Angel Inn, was a respected business leader and dedicated member of the 
Chamber of Commerce. This award honours individuals who demonstrate exceptional leadership and commitment to the 
local business community.
Eligibility: The nominee must own or have owned a business in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Criteria: Nominations should include evidence of leadership, business success, community involvement, and contributions 
to the larger industry.
7. Lord Mayor’s Award of Excellence – Citizen of the Year
This award recognizes an individual who has made significant and lasting contributions to Niagara-on-the-Lake 
through business, philanthropy, or community leadership.
Eligibility: The nominee must have been a resident or business owner in Niagara-on-the-Lake for a minimum of 10 years.
Criteria: Nominations should demonstrate the nominee’s long-term commitment to improving the community and highlight 
the impact of their contributions.
8. Chamber of Commerce Award
This award recognizes a business, group, or individual who has demonstrated continuous support and dedication to 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake Chamber of Commerce and the community.
Eligibility: Nominees must demonstrate commitment to the improvement of Niagara-on-the-Lake and support for the Chamber. 
Nominations must be submitted by a Chamber of Commerce Board Member.
Criteria: The recipient is selected by the Chamber of Commerce Board Members based on overall community impact.
Nomination Award Category:

	



Nomination Details
Please explain why this nominee deserves this award. Include specific examples of achievements, leadership, community impact, and innovation.

	















Supporting Materials (Optional)
You may attach letters of support, media coverage, photos, or additional documentation that supports the nomination.
Consent
I confirm that the information provided in this nomination is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
	Nominator Name:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
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